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HKBTS and

the President’s Council

First established in the 1980s, the President’s Council of
the Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary (HKBTS)
was less active then and the council members met less
frequently. It was not until 2009 when | started to convene
members of the Council for regular meetings each year that
the situation began to improve. | am glad to see the team
beginning to gel and functioning well over the past ten years.
Now passionate discussions frequently occur in meetings
and our council members are enthusiastic in contributing
ideas generously as we all bond and grow closer together.

The annual meeting of the President’s Council on February 28,
2009.

Mentors Who Enlighten Me

Essentially, | am a pastor and a scholar, and there
are still many areas in which | am unenlightened. Council
members have become my mentors in enlightening me with

Being an important consultation team for
the president of HKBTS, the President’s
Council is dedicated to supporting the
president by providing helpful advice and
ideas for the seminary’s development. We
have, therefore, invited President Joshua
Cho to tell us more about the Council, as
well as inviting a few members to share

with us.

Joshua Cho President

their expertise. | have
been free to show
my “ignorance” in
front of them at each
annual gathering, and
discuss with them any
experimental concepts |
have come up with.The
Council consists of elites

from different industries,
such as banking, finance,
insurance, marketing, architecture, trading, education and
other professional fields. With no fear of being mocked
and losing face, | wish to use my ignorance to facilitate our
council members in exchanging their professional views
and experience, hoping to compensate for my inadequacy.
It has been truly enjoyable to listen to their stories and
perspectives and to learn from their experiences.

In fact, their life experiences have impacted me
throughout the past ten years. The bits and pieces that | have
gained from listening, however insignificant they may appear
to be, have widened my horizons, enriched my life, and built
up my experiences, which in turn can be transformed and
utilized to pastor the church and advance the development
of the seminary.

Friends in Fellowship

There are also times | met with individual members
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President Cho dined with the council members on May 13, 2017.

of the Council. Not only do we further our discussions from
the meetings, exchanging views so as to better understand
each other on certain issues, but we are also connect through
fellowship as brothers and sisters in Christ. We share our joys in
serving the Lord and delight in the bonds we have in Christ.

A Two-way Learning Experience

The growing bonds among us in the past few years have
also reinforced our mutual trust as our council members are
more willing to boldly share their thoughts and burdens with
each other This, of course, puts me in the position where | can
be more than a listener; | can also give suggestions on how to
pastor the church and to lend them my full support.

Hence, | am not a mere learner among them, but | have also
become increasingly an educator, offering them my knowledge in
theological education. As exceptional as they are in their workplace
and as leaders in the church, theological education is, however,
not a field the council members would normally be masters
within. My role, therefore, is to share with them my own vision
in theological education, any relevant stories that are known
to me, as well as my first-hand experience, so as to ensure our
council members are well-informed and hence are able to offer
more pertinent ideas. On the other hand, the experiences of
the council members from both workplace and the church
that | learn from them help me shape my “church theology" to
be more relevant and applicable to the church. | am therefore
eager to share with my fellow council members more of the
theological perspective which | have been reflecting on. Hence,
we learn from each other in various aspects. Of course, what we
are to learn in our ministry in the Council is ultimately who the Lord
we are serving is. This is our most important life-long learning.

The Campus Extension Project and the Council
Members

The Extension Project of the Sai O Campus (Phase 3) has
been incubated for |0 years, and its groundbreaking ceremony
finally took place on May 23. Let me recount some of the

episodes involved, in which the roles of the council
members are not to be missed.

When | first took office as president, an
enthusiastic council member offered to make a
donation of $7.8 million to the seminary for the
construction of a new building. The name “Faith,
Hope, and Love Project” was already on my mind
then. However, was it an appropriate time for campus
extension while the seminary was in the darkest
valley? Having consulted with the chairman and vice-chairman
of the Board of Trustees, | found that the timing was apparently
not fit to initiate an extension project. The seminary was at a
significant turning point in its history. No one knew whether it
would be reviving after having been ruined, or if things would
go further downhill. No one knew except God. So | expressed
my appreciation and concerns to this council member through a
deacon at her church:“Regarding the donation, not for now. May
the Lord lead us.We will expand our ‘hardware’ some day when
our ministry starts blooming and when we know it is the will of
God. And shall that day arrive, we will rejoice and be joyful and
glad in the campus extension.”

The good intent of this council member and her family was
an encouragement to the seminary anyhow, reassuring us that the
seminary belongs to the church, and belongs to God. He, who
sends us both sunshine and rain, provides sufficiently. What
we, as workers with God, are to do is to respond faithfully.
Thereafter, | focused my efforts on fostering spirituality among
us in the seminary and enhancing the strength of our teaching
and research capacity.

During this time, such terms as hospitality, theologia, synergy,
discipleship, integral mission, solidarity, and koinonia became our
common language. The “software” of our “Faith, Hope, and Love
Project” and the blueprint of its content gradually took shape as
time went on.

In the Thanksgiving Service, held on February 20, 201 I,
celebrating the diamond jubilee (60th anniversary) of our
seminary, | spoke of our vision for the "Faith, Hope, and Love
Project” and its implementation in specific ministries such as:
expanding our faculty team, developing our graduate studies
program, reforming and developing the lay believers program,
and exploring the possibility of setting up a Baptist Theological
Research Centre, a Family Education Research Centre, a Social
Research Centre and an Ethics Research Centre. Over the
years, our teaching staff, students, publication, graduate studies
programs, lay believers equipping programs, and distance



education program have all witnessed significant progress in
terms of quality and quantity. Our graduate studies programs
and publication have seen exceptional achievements in particular
These achievements have made it essential for our seminary to
move forward, and to further its development for churches in
both Hong Kong and China. In view of the shortage of space
to cope with our development, we put the campus extension
project back into our agenda once again.

Spiritual Signs of Validation and the Council
Members

Initially proposed by the president, the Campus Extension
Project is now zealously supported by the Board of Directors
and the President's Council. | did step back and had doubts at
one point, as a huge sum of money would be involved. But the
Board of Directors and the President's Council unanimously
support this project. They believe it is a golden opportunity, and
God will finish what He Himself starts. Thus, we all committed
to this Campus Extension Project.

There are numerous spiritual signs testifying it is the will
of God since the extension project was launched. One was
the unity among the members of the Board of Directors, where
disputes and debates on this issue never appear in our meetings.
We all said “amen” after careful considerations and thoughtful
prayers.

The 730 meetings” also serve as a sign of validation. It
started at the beginning of the new school term in 2018, a
time when my schedule was tightly packed with conferences
and camp meetings. Meanwhile, the work of the Campus
Environmental Consultation and Development Committee
and the Building Committee was kicking off. To my surprise,
the members of the committees, some of which are also our
council members, showed their ungrudging support to attend the
meetings at 7:30 am.The meetings are always held in a pleasing
atmosphere. One of the committee members once told me,"“We
are here for a morning worship and fellowship at the seminary!”
Our meetings are full of energy and joy, and more like “morning
tea time" with old friends. We still continue to gather at 7:30 am
up till now. These elites from the architectural and engineering
fields and of the church, value others above themselves
in humility, and humbly listen to each other. The way
they prioritize the benefits of the church and of the
seminary touches my heart. Some may say, “This is the
ideal of Baptist faith in practice,” but | also see among us
a fellowship with a deep and strong spiritual bond.

The maturation of the President’s Council may serve
as well as a sign of validation. The President's Council
spent five hours discussing and exchanging ideas in a

meeting held on Aprill3. In fact, in an annual gathering several
years ago, our council members advocated us to boldly take a
step further in the Campus Extension Project. The preliminary
proposal was to build a three-story academic building with a
gross floor area of 10,000 square feet on the Sai O Campus so
as to strengthen the seminary's education and research capacity,
but the Council prompted the seminary to go further and look
into the space usage planning and the complete renovation of
the existing campus.

With these spiritual signs, | am convinced that the Lord has
been leading us through the whole Campus Extension Project.
We offer our thanks and praise to the Lord for all His blessings.

Self-offering to the Lord

The seminary has been maturing in various aspects, though
its word-of-mouth reputation has yet to be solidly established.
Those dark days have made a deep and far-reaching impact,
and outsiders might have wondered how we would ever get
back on track. In recent years, the President’s Council has been
striving to establish the word-of-mouth reputation and the
witness of the seminary, in the hope that the seminary may
benefit the church more. They generously offered their advice
and opinions on the different issues concerning the seminary
such as our website, image, financial management, and campus
extension. This year, we discussed how the seminary constructs
a theology so as to help the church respond to society. And our
council members are willing to offer help and support, and even
to take the role of initiator.

Ten year ago, | said that our faculty is the engine that
pushes the seminary forward. Now, the seminary also have our
auxiliary engines, one of which is the President’s Council. Every
time a council meeting is held, my heart is filled with joy and
excitement, and my mind is stimulated. The council members are
not bound by the walls of the meeting room, as they continue
to contribute their ideas and advice to me through phone
messages and letters after the meetings.

How blessed is HKBTS to be endowed with such a
dedicated team of council members in expanding the ministry
of God!

The annual meeting of the President’s Council on April 13, 2019.



Interviews with Council Members

The Reciprocal Relationship
of HKBTS and Churches

rof. I. Steve Wong grew up in the church. He has been

attending and serving at the Diamond Hill Baptist Church
and the Tai Kok Tsui Baptist Church respectively for the past 50
years. In addition to his ministries at the church, Prof. In Wong
also actively volunteers to work for school sponsoring bodies,
building and managing schools locally and overseas in the hope
of bringing up students through education while spreading
the gospel. Prof. In Wong works in construction consulting and
environmental protection industries. He established his own
company which has developed into an international enterprise.
Prof. In Wong and his wife are parents to three children, all of
whom are Christians.

Prof. In Wong joined the President's Council in 1999; there
has been a hiatus period, but later on the new President Dr.
Joshua Cho invited Prof. Ir Wong to return to the President’s
Council.

Churches and Seminaries Are Interdependent

Prof. In Wong believes that the lives of church believers
are shaped by the guidance and life example of pastors, and a
seminary is exactly the cradle to foster and enlighten pastors.
Pastors who have built solid foundations at the seminary are
instrumental in pastoring churches; when churches are thereby
thriving, believers should in turn support the seminary to continue
nurturing great pastors; this is a virtuous cycle. Prof. Ir. Wong
believes that in this cycle, HKBTS holds a vital role that concerns
the entire Baptist community; therefore, being able to help the
president develop the seminary and nurture God's servants
to better shepherd churches in the last days of this ever-
changing world, he finds to be meaningful and regards it as an
honor given to him by God. He points out that all Baptists must
support the seminary wholeheartedly in order for it to serve
its purpose. If the seminary has to fight the battle on its own, its
chance of winning will be halved.

One of the things that impressed Prof. Ir Wong during
his ministry in the President’s Council is the example set by
Dr. Cecil Chan. Even though Dr. Chan is now retired, he insists
on serving as long as he is healthy. His humility, faithfulness and
persistence in ministry make him a role model for us Baptists.
With his actions, he let the seminary know that it is not alone.
Prof. Ir. Wong points out that the more the Baptists support the
seminary in action, the more thriving the seminary will be; and the
ministers and pastors nurtured in the seminary will be of better

Interviewee: Prof. Ir. Steve Wong

quality; having them become
church leaders will further
help the church grow. This
is an interlinked chain; any
broken link would cause
the chain to fall apart. He
hopes that Baptist churches
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let the chain break.

United against the Sewage Pumping Station
Reveals the Baptist Spirit

Prof. In Wong recalls the government’s plan to build a
sewage pumping station close to the seminary as another event
that impressed him. This decision of the government could have
a far-reaching impact on the seminary. He has also been helping
the seminary in handling this issue, hoping that working together
as a team, they could persuade the government to change
the plan. He finds that everyone (including members of the
President’s Council and other brothers and sisters in Christ) are
united and very involved. President Cho on many occasions calls
a meeting at 7:30 am, and because of his charisma, everyone
attended punctually and offered precious advice while discussing
with humility how to help the seminary solve the problem in
joint efforts. Prof. In Wong said he was contented to be able to
be a part of it.

Promoting Ecological Theology

Prof. I Wong lauded HKBTS's dedication in environmental
protection as he heard that HKBTS is the first seminary in Hong
Kong that promotes ecological theology. He also heard about
Dr. Cho's speech on this topic at the graduation ceremony.
Prof. I Wong hopes to offer his help in leading and developing
ecological theology at HKBTS, so that brothers and sisters
at church, entrepreneurs and industrialists would pay more
attention on such topics as environmental protection and
recycling.

Last but not least, Prof. In Wong expects the President’s
Council to remain humble, and keep the president informed
of all the latest developments and trends across all disciplines,
so that he may have a more broad and solid foundation from
which to build the directions and strategies for the development
of the seminary.



Fellowship-like Council

rother Ma Yuk-ming has been a Christian for nearly 40

years. He is a member of the Choi Ping Baptist Church,
and after leaving his post as chairman of its deacon board
more than |0 years ago, he pursued a certificate program in
theology. He has been serving in the Sunday school ministry
of his church for many years. He established his own company
30 years ago, and with God's provision, it has achieved
outstanding success. To show appreciation of God's abundant
blessings, he and his wife set up a fund in 2016 to support
startup evangelical ministries.

A Special Honor

For over 30 years, Brother Ma has known President
Cho, who in 2014 cordially invited him to join the President's
Council. It was such a warm invitation that Brother Ma found
it hard to decline. He also finds President Cho friendly and
willing to seek other people’s advice; he feels honored to
work with him and be part of the seminary's mission. Besides,
as a Baptist he is interested in how the seminary trains and
nurtures his beloved pastoral workers.

The Council consists of people from all walks of life.
Each member is able to provide the president with practical
advice informed by his or her individual profession. Bound
by a friendship and based on mutual trust, the Council and the
president are able to interact freely and honestly. Members
may sometimes take an approach that is different from the
president’s and play the role of critical, albeit never cynical,
challenger by offering frank advice to help broaden Dr. Cho’s
perspective. It is a role Brother Ma finds meaningful.

Baptist Family

In April or May every year, the President’s Council
holds a meeting to exchange ideas. Brother Ma enjoys each
occasion so much that he always yearns for more. Although
members are from large and small Baptist churches, and
some are more senior while others are more junior to him,
he feels they are all part of a family even if they only meet
once a Yyear Since all are Baptists, Brother Ma reasons, it is
truly a blessing to take part in the affairs of the Baptist family
and practice the doctrine of the “priesthood of all believers.”
After warming up in the meeting, every member will respond
to the president's sharing and offer timely advice to him. It
is a pity that due to time constraints, they often cannot fully
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Interviewee: Mr. Ma Yuk-ming

speak their mind. However,
they may continue their -
sharing during the dinner
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friends.

Brother Ma has
benefited tremendously
from being a member of
the President’s Council. In
the meeting, he has the opportunity to receive input regarding
church administration and pastoral work from those who
are more senior to him. Their experience can serve as useful
reference for his own church. Members also share valuable
insights and experiences on how to build up the congregation.
Moreover, through these exchanges, he is able to understand
the heart and vision of pastors.

Nurturing Believers: Living the Life of Christ

Brother Ma points out that under President Cho’s
leadership, HKBTS does not only train believers to know about
the Bible. It nurtures students to learn to trust Christ and live
the life of the Lord. President Cho is someone with drive and
courage who leads the seminary with heart. Over the years,
the seminary has been advancing step by step to realize his
goal of the "Faith, Hope, and Love Project.”

Moreover, Brother Ma is greatly impressed with the
seminary’s graduates. Over the past two years, his church
has hired five or six of them. He finds that those who have
graduated in recent years are of very high standard, capable of
illuminating the Bible as well as applying Biblical knowledge to
life. They are also modest and down-to-earth. Imbued with the
heart of a pastor, they are earnest to serve others. Brother
Ma urges students, besides undergoing practical training in
churches, to get more involved in social service and to visit
people from diverse social backgrounds during semesters.
This will enable them to learn how to interact with different
people and broaden their network of contacts.

Brother Ma would like to see the Council as more than
an advisory body; it should also be like a fellowship offering
support through prayer for the president and the seminary.



A Seminary That Engages with Society

s a second-generation Christian, Deacon Vincent

Kwan has been going to church since childhood. He
grew up and has been serving at the Tokwawan Baptist
Church. He served as the chairman of the Church Council
in the past and is currently the chairman of the Board of
Deacons.Vincent has been working in the financial industry
since his graduation from university and is currently an
executive of a company running stock market indexes. He is
married with two sons.

Meaningful Service

In 2015, President Cho invited Vincent to join the
President's Council. After understanding his role in the
Council and its requirements, Vincent agreed to join
because he identifies with HKBTS's goal to create a
seminary that meets the needs of society and the church;
he is also interested in theological education and is enrolled
in theological courses.

Vincent believes that today's Hong Kong is a complex
and ever-changing society filled with challenges. Churches
and pastors are confronted with problems with increasing
complexity. What should the seminary undertake to
support churches and nurture pastoral leaders that are
suitable for this generation? This is precisely what the
Council wants to discuss and explore, and why this ministry
is particularly meaningful.

Vincent finds his role in the President's Council not
a burden but beneficial. On the one hand, it provides him
with more opportunities to contact and communicate with
President Cho on a personal level, so that he can consult
with the president and learn from him; on the other hand,
his own horizons have been broadened as members
from churches big and small come together once a year
to exchange views. From the discussion, he discovers that
different churches have very different expectations of their
pastors. Some may pay more attention to pastoral skills,
while others may focus on theological thinking.

Dual Identities and a Balance of Perspectives
Vincent is mindful of the fact that he has only
participated in the Council for a relatively short period
of time. At each meeting, the president would share
what he is recently considering, and council members

and the Church

Interviewee: Deacon Vincent Kwan

would express their
opinions in response.
Vincent is himself a
seminary student, who
thus knows well the
learning experience
and the difficulties of
seminary students,

and he is also a leader
of the church, who
thereby understands
the challenges pastors must confront when shepherding
the congregations. Such dual identities allow him to have
a balanced perspective in the discussion of what sort of
theology courses can better equip students to become
future pastors.

Connect the Seminary with the Church

Vincent believes that, for congregations to know
more about the seminary, more effort should be made to
strengthen the link between HKBTS and the local Baptist
churches. HKBTS nurtures pastors, and in turn these pastors
care for congregations of churches; therefore, an indirect
connection between the seminary and the church already
exists. However; if there is a direct connection between the
two, and HKBTS can help the church cope with challenges
at hand, that will obviously be better. For example, apart
from participating in “Theological Education Sunday” in
churches, the seminary could also bring forth its own views
from a theological or biblical perspective on major political
and social issues that are being discussed within church
circles. As another example, if the workload is affordable,
the seminary faculty could teach Sunday schools, hold
lectures, or provide materials for Bible studies and group
sessions, etc.

Vincent believes that one of the major contributions of
the seminary is to train workers for God in this generation and
enable the church to face the challenges in today’s society. He
expects HKBTS to be both "not of the world" and "in the
world." HKBTS serves not only the church but also society.
It not only engages in theological studies and trains pastors,
but also applies the fruits of its research to the church so as
to help the church face various social challenges.



United as One and Moving Forward

rother Kuen Pak-sui is a member of the Kowloon

City Baptist Church. He is fervently committed to
serving Christ, especially through ministries of evangelism
and community care. He has been serving on the
church’s mission board for 20 years to help develop
overseas and Mainland China ministries. During his |5
years with the evangelism ministry, he has been involved
in local mission projects, caring for seminary students
and local communities, as well as developing ministries
for Indonesian domestic helpers. He is also director of
his church’s social and recreational unit and supervises a
spiritual growth class. Brother Kuen is a businessman and
has his own factory. He and his wife have a son and a
daughter.

In 2012, when Brother Kuen was asked to join
the President’s Council of HKBTS, he accepted the
invitation right away. As he has been serving in his church’s
evangelism ministry, he is always concerned about the
needs and growth of seminary students. He decided that
it would be marvelous if he could go a step further by
becoming part of the Council and contributing his share
of support to theological education. Besides, he not only
identifies with the direction of the seminary, but also
appreciates President Cho's ways of conducting himself
and doing things. Hence, for many years he has been eager
to serve in that capacity.

United as One

One of the profound impressions Brother Kuen has of
HKBTS s its solidarity and unity. The president, teaching staff
and students are all, regardless of rank or position, bound by
one heart. The president does not put on airs, but is kind
and friendly, trusting people and treating them with care
and love. He is also willing to listen to others’ views with
an open mind. Brother Kuen knows even though HKBTS
has gone through a difficult period, President Cho presses
on persistently to build up the seminary. Amid those
challenging times, he suffered a heart attack, but after
he recovered, he carried out his duties at the seminary
tirelessly, bringing it back on the right track. His dedication
has earned the respect of others and inspired Brother
Kuen to do his best to support theological education.

Moreover, Brother Kuen finds HKBTS faculty friendly,

Interviewee: Mr. Kuen Pak-sui

with whom he can
easily develop a
good rapport. His
church often invites
them to lead church
activities and give
sermons. In addition,
students’ lives are a

moving testimony for
Jesus Christ. In the
seminary’s Spiritual
Revival Concert this past May, he was so touched by a
student’s testimony that he even thought of inviting her as
a guest at his church’s evangelistic meeting to witness for
Christ. It is hard to imagine that HKBTS can achieve such
level of growth without solidarity and unity.

Community Care

Brother Kuen takes an active part in organizing and
promoting ministries of evangelism and community care
within his church. He expects seminary students not only
to do well in academic studies but also to care about their
community. These days many seminary students when
serving in churches are quite protective of themselves,
unwilling to open themselves up. If they can learn how to
care about their community and live among the poor, they
can become open-minded and treat others with sincerity.
Later on, they may be able to motivate their own church
to provide caring services for people in the community
and spread the gospel to them. This will spur the growth
of the congregation. Brother Kuen suggests that the
seminary organize visits to people living in cage homes
and subdivided units, and bring them the gospel. Such an
experience will inspire students as well as bring about
changes in them. Brother Kuen hopes that his specialty in
this area can contribute to the progress of the seminary.

Brother Kuen is impressed with the seminary’s
current development and its campus extension project.
The president’'s development aspirations and guidance
show his drive and courage. He hopes that he can help
HKBTS develop a better future with his advice and
contributions.



Light of the Age

rother Wan Yun-chee is a deacon at the Kowloon

City Baptist Church. He serves the Lord attentively
and wholeheartedly. He has been a voluntary treasurer
for the church for 30 years, and participated in various
ministries, including Sunday school, a training union,
extension of the original premise and missionary ministries.
Since 1996, he has also actively supported the scholarship
and bursary of HKBTS. Deacon Wan was in the public
construction industry for 40 years and retired |5 years
ago.

Exemplary Predecessors

Ten years ago in 2009, Mrs. Celia Lam Juergens
of HKBTS invited Deacon Wan to join the President’s
Council. Deacon Wan and his wife prayed together that
night, and he accepted the invitation the following day. In
fact, when Deacon Wan was younger, he wished to be
trained in a seminary, but was not able to do so due to
his concerns for his family and work at the time. He feels
deeply committed to theological education. Deacon Wan
sees being able to serve in the President's Council as a
fulfilment to his wishes.

The late Deacon Chan Sai-ying, chairman of the
Deacon Board, Kowloon City Baptist Church has also left
an impression on him for his lifelong faithfulness to and
love of the Lord. Deacon Chan had gone all out for God,
with no complaints nor regrets; he also strongly supported
theological education and was an example to Deacon
Wan. Seeing other members serving and committing
themselves in the President's Council for years, even more
senior than himself, Deacon Wan is moved and has deep
appreciation for their efforts. These predecessors became
his motivation to continue in his ministry.

Responding to God’s Love

Deacon Wan has been in the President's Council
for ten years, offering his expertise and advice for the
seminary. During his service in the Council, he has been
able to listen to the opinions of various church leaders
coming from different backgrounds. He credits these
kinds of thought provoking reflections with broadening
his horizons. Deacon Wan thinks that education itself
is important and theological education particularly so.

Interviewee: Deacon Wan Yun-chee

He suggests that
HKBTS should further
promote itself, so that
not only do churches
get to know the
seminary, and to have
expectations of the
seminary, but they

also will offer support
to the seminary in
response to God'’s
love.

Deacon Wan appreciates the harmonious fellowship
within the President’s Council. Even though its members
are from various churches, with each of them bearing
different aspirations, backgrounds and ideas, they all have
something in common — all of them are experienced
members of Baptist churches; in order to respond to God’s
love, they all hope to better HKBTS so that the seminary
could be used by God; they also encourage more believers
to become a part of HKBTS and support the seminary
financially. Therefore, even though they may have
different opinions, they are able to accept each other and
collaborate harmoniously. Deacon Wan further hopes that
such harmonious, collaborative relationships can continue.

Light of the Age

Deacon Wan thinks that HKBTS practices the Bible's
command of 3T (namely train the trainee to be a trainer),
that is to “entrust to faithful men, who will be able to
teach others also” (2 Tm 2:2 ESV), and has trained a lot of
students to be God's servants for His kingdom, preparing
them well for the good fight. HKBTS also has a beautiful
campus with great surroundings; the faculty of HKBTS
also possess excellent spirituality with great academic
achievements, and yet they are also attentive to individual
students; they nurture their aspirations so that students
may put their gifts into good use and be greatly used by
God in the future. Finally, Deacon Wan hopes that HKBTS
can become “the light of the age,” to shine for God and guide
people to the right direction.
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Academic Affairs News

Summer Visit

From June 5 to |2, our students joined a mission
trip to eastern Myanmar, organized by the Hong
Kong Baptist Mission. They went to observe and
get to know the diversified evangelistic ministries of
Abundant Life Church at Tachilek in eastern Myanmar.
They helped serve the different groups in the center,
visited local residents, and talked with the local
seminary students. Through this trip, they learned how
to develop evangelistic ministry in a more diversified
way.

Faculty Retreat

The Faculty Retreat was held from August 6 to 8 with
the theme “HKBTS's Response to the Challenges of
the Times."

Spiritual Formation Camp

HKBTS students and teachers will attend the Spiritual
Formation Camp for the new school year from
August 14 to 16.The theme will be “Prayer’’ Three of
our faculty members will deliver thematic messages.
Through worship, sharing of message, prayer and
solitude, students will learn the lesson of prayer
together.

Opening Convocation

The Opening Convocation 2019-20 will be held
on August 27.The next day will be the Opening
Convocation Lecture by Dr. Jonathan Lo, Assistant
Professor of New Testament.

Joint Graduation Ceremony

The Joint Graduation Ceremony of HKBTS for Main
Programs, Lay Theological Education Department and
Distance Education Program will be held on October
20 (Sunday) at 3:30 pm at the Queen Elizabeth
Stadium. Church pastors, deacons and brothers and
sisters are welcome to attend the ceremony to
celebrate and share the joy of our graduates.

Publication News

The seminary’s biannual
academic journal, Hill Road
(issue 43) was published with
the theme, “Jesus the Messiah.”
There are six thematic articles:
“The Profile of Messianism
in 2 Maccabees” (Francis
Borchardt), “The Messianic View
of the Dead Sea Scrolls” (Tony
H. K. Sher), “The Conflation
of Messianic Traditions in Mark's Composite Scriptural
References” (Jonathan W. Lo), “Another Take on the
Johannine Temple Cleansing Crux: A Perspective from

Jewish Messianism” (Josaphat C.Tam), “Paul’'s Messianic
Idea in the Letter to the Romans” (Xue Xiaxia), and
“The Suffering Messiah as Christian Ingroup Prototype
in | Peter” (Joyce Wai-Lan Sun). In addition, there is a
miscellaneous article and four book reviews.

Hill Road is available at the seminary, its town centres
and Christian book stores. For inquiries, please call the
Publication Office at 2768 5168.

Alumni News

* Alumna Lam Oi-yee (class of 1995 & 1998) and
alumnus Tommy Law Ka-yeung (class of 2010) were
ordained as pastors by the Ngau Chi Wan Chuk Yuen
Swatow Baptist Church on April 21, 2019.

*  Alumnus Cheung Wai-man (class of 2014) was
ordained as a pastor by the Aberdeen Baptist Church
on April 27,2019.

*  Alumnus Samuel K. W. Ma (class of 1967 & 1981)
rested in peace on April 29, 2019. Please pray for his
family. May the Lord's peace be with them.

*  Alumna Yeung Yuk-wan (class of 1994) went to
be with the Lord on May 16, 2019. May the Lord's
consolation, grace and peace be with her family.
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n May 23, the Groundbreaking

Ceremony for the New Academic
Building under the “Faith, Hope, and Love
Project” was held on our Sai O campus.
The weather was unstable throughout that day, but
amazingly the pouring rain ceased before the event,
providing a refreshing outdoor environment for the
over 210 people who participated to give thanks to
God and witness this significant milestone.

The Groundbreaking Ceremony was presided
over by the vice chairman of our Board of Directors
Rev. Chan Che-keung, with Mrs. Ip Ng Ching-lan as
song leader and Rev. Benjamin Yeung and Deacon
Victor Lai as scripture readers. Ms. Yeung Po-wah
led the congregation to give thanksgiving prayer,
and Rev. Leung Ming-choi gave benediction. In
addition, a worship team of 12 members including
faculty members, colleagues and students dedicated
the hymn “Amazing Grace,” praising the Lord for
His benevolence. The groundbreaking per se was

President Cho shared with us his vision
for the seminary.

) Campus Extension News:

Groundbreaking Ceremony

conducted by President Joshua Cho, chairman of the
Board of Directors Rev. Timothy Lau, the convener
of the Campus Development Committee, the
Building Committee, and the Campus Environment
Consultation and Development Committee Dr. Cecil
Chan, and the president of the Baptist Convention
of Hong Kong Rev. Lo Hing-choi. At the ceremony,
President Cho shared with us his vision for the
seminary, gave an account of the journey HKBTS has
taken through the past ten years, and recounted God's
abundant grace along the way since we decided to
construct the new academic building.

We ask you all for your continuous prayer and
support. Some of the scheduled works are as follows:

May Receiving tenders for the contract of
the foundation project

June The opening of the tenders for the
foundation project contract

December The expected commencement of the

foundation piling

The members of the Building Committee and the Campus
Environment Consultation and Development Committee
were pictured after the ceremony.

— 8 wd

It was a full house at the ceremony.
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Lay Theological Education Department

Student Recruitment 2019-20

4 )

Master of Arts in Christian Studies

* This master-degree-level, part-time evening
program enables students to lay a solid
Biblical and theological foundation.

* Students may select courses according to
their interests and needs.

* Students may choose “Biblical Studies” or
“Communication” as their major or they may
choose not to pursue any specific major.

* Some credits acquired in this program can
be transferred to the Master of Divinity
or the Master of Christian Studies degree
programs in the seminary’'s Main Programs.

Admission Now Open
Class Start Date: Early October

N

/

Early Childhood Ministry Certificate Program
Childhood Ministry Certificate Program
Mission Ministry Certificate Program

Admission Now Open
Class Start Date: Early October

~

/

All the classes above are conducted in Cantonese.
For inquiries or registration, please call 2711 2552,
email ftedinfo@hkbts.edu.hk or log on to our web
page at www.hkbts.edu.hk/lted to download the
application form.

Bachelor / Diploma / Certificate Program
in Christian Studies

Certificate Program: Christian Studies or Music
Ministry
Diploma Program: Christian Studies, Biblical Studies,
Music Ministry, Caring and
Counseling Ministry

Bachelor Program: Christian Studies, Biblical Studies,
Music Ministry, Caring and
Counseling Ministry

These are part-time evening programs.

Admission Now Open
Class Start Date: Early October

Women Theological Training
Diploma / Certificate Program

The program provides holistic and practical
theological training for women. It seeks to help
them develop mature Christian lifestyles and
enable them to manage individual growth, family
responsibilities, church service and societal
challenges in a positive way.

Admission for Certificate Program is Now Open
Class Start Date: October




Distance Education Program

Exploring Truth - Reflecting upon Faith - Equipping for Ministry

Student Recruitment: Diploma programs will begin in September 2019, while certificate programs can be joined at any time.

Correspondence Program Description Admission Date of Registration
Program g P Requirements Commencement Deadline
Through an in-depth study of
Diploma in Biblical a specific book of the Bible,
Studies Program students can gain a better March semester:
understanding of the Bible. Hong Kong:
Secondary school
/ ) February 10
: . leavers with their
Designed for equipping church pastor's '
students for ministry, the recommendation Overseas:
Diploma in Christian program helps students March January 10
Studies Program strengthen their foundations and
in the Christian faith and September September semester:
doctrine. Hong Kong:
August 10
. : Completion )
ngher Dlploma Further studies for students | of the diploma Overseas:
in Biblical Studies . : July 10
L - having completed the program and with
/ Christian Studies diol hurch '
Programs iploma program. a church pastor’s
8 recommendation
Introductory programs
Certificate in N.T./ O.T.| in biblical studies, guiding All are welcome | Register at any time
Studies Programs students to study each book g 4
of the Bible systematically.

Elective students: Students may choose subjects offered in the correspondence courses according to their own personal
interests. For details, please log on to the Distance Education web page at www.hkbts.edu.hk/dist.

Online Program Program Description Date of Commencement

Online Version * Students can read and download learning * Students may join the program at

Online Certificate in Old materials and course work directly from the any time with fee concessions.

Testament Studies Program website. * You may try the trial study of the
* Upon completion of the coursework, students online program:

Online Certificate in New may upload it for the tutor to mark and http://elearning@hkbts.edu.hk

Testament Studies Program provide comments.

* Time-saving, quick and efficient.

For inquiries, please call 2768 5105, email deinfo@hkbts.edu.hk or log on to the Distance Education web page
at www.hkbts.edu.hk/dist.



Pastoral Continuing Education Centre

Courses and talks offered from September to December 2019

. . L . 2/9 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Practical Equipment for Christian Apologetics Rev. Charles Chu 9/9 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
The Message of Zechariah for the Contemporary Dr: Lo Hing-choi 16/9 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Church

Project Learning of Marriage and Family in this
Century

Dr. Joseph Tam

9/9, 16/9,23/9

2:00 - 5:00 pm

From Discovery to Sharing: Faith World in Art

Dr.Sam Ip

23/9,30/9

9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Leading Worship: The First Step in Child Worship

Ms. Cazaria Choi

30/9, 14/10,21/10

2:00 - 5:00 pm

Walk with Those in the Valley of the Shadow of

Death: Self-preparation Workshop Dr.Wallace Chan [1/10, 18711 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Learn to Pray and Worship through the Psalms DrVictoria Kwok N 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
The Issue of Global Climate Change: From the . ) )
Perspective of Bible and Ecological Theology I8 19 NI i 2400 pm - A P
Fee concessions: Venue: 8/F., Christian Centre, 56 Bute Street,

Those who enrolled and paid the course fee a week before the
course begins may enjoy either the Early Bird Reduction or a fee

discount.*

(1) Early Bird Reduction: those who pay the full fee of the enrolled
course may enjoy a reduction of HK$20 (for 3-hour course)

or HK$30 (for 6-to-9 hour course).

(2) A 10% discount for graduates fromm HKBTS degree programs,
pastors of Baptist churches and students in our Lay

Theological Education Department.

(3) A 209% discount for valid cardholders of HKBTS Alumni

Association members.
4) A 50% discount for full-time seminary students.

Mong Kok, Kowloon
Registration: Application forms can be
downloaded from the seminary
website, or you may enroll online at
www.hkbts.edu.hk/pce/apply | .html
Please call 2768 5179 or email pce@
hkbts.edu.hk

Inquiries:

*One cannot enjoy both the Early Bird Reduction
and fee discounts. After the Early Bird concession
period, please pay the full fee. For fee details, please
see the Application Form (www.hkbts.edu.hk/pce).



Financial Report

General Fund. 1 March - 31 May 2019

Income
Expenditure
Surplus / (Deficit)

I will support The Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary by

[ praying for the Seminary's theological education ministry
O contributing $ for

[ Education Fund [ Campus Extension Project [ Others:

Name:

(Mr/Ms/Rev/Dr/Mr&Mrs)

Address:

Tel: Fax:

Email:

Donation Methods:

O

O

Publishing Supervisor: Joshua Cho

Crossed Cheque payable to
"Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary"

Cash either deliver to the Seminary or direct deposit into our
Hang Seng Bank Account No. 787-471721-883

Monthly Autopay by Bank Account —
autopay form will be forwarded to you

Thank you for your support !

Editorial Consultant: Stephanie Lo

[0 Creditcard: [JVISA [ MASTERCARD
[ One-off Donation [ Monthly Donation
Cardholder's Name:
Cardholder's Signature:

(Same as signature on credit card)

Card No: L L L J= L L L =LL L -]
Verification Code :|_| | | (The last 3 digits on the back of the card)
Card Expiry Date: / (MM/YY)
Amount: HK$ (Credit card donations are denominated in HK$)

[ ! do not wish my name and donation amount to appear in the

Seminary's Newsletter.

* Please send cheque or bank deposit slip with this reply to the Seminary
at | Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung North, N.T, Hong Kong.

*  Receipt will be issued and donation is tax-deductible in Hong Kong.

* Your personal data will only be used for issuing receipt and Seminary's
administration purposes.

*  Please tick the appropriate box ( [4])

* For donation inquiries: Tel : (852) 27159511
Fax: (852) 2761 0868
Email: inquiry@hkbts.edu.hk

Editor: Arthur Ng

Translators: Rosanna Lo, C. K. Kung, Carmen Wong, Daniel Yau, Arthur Ng
Published by: Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary ~Address: | Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung North, N.T., Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2715 9511
Production: ABC Arts Centre

Fax: (852) 2761 0868 \Web Address: http//www.hkbts.edu.hk  Email: inquiry@hkbts.edu.hk
Printing: Chi Tak Printing Co., Ltd.
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15,683.00
6,600.00
12,000.00
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125,000.00
1,200.00
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3,500.00
10,000.00
£3,400.00
1LB72.00
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2,000.00
S00.00
2,000.00
100,000.00

HKS 501,755.00

Education Fund (Individual Donor)
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Distance Education Program

Chinese Gospel Church of Dublin
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DONORS REPORT FOR MARCH 2019

500.00
200.00
10,000.00
100.00
50.00
$,000.00
500.00
300.00
10,000.00
300.00
2,000.00
100.00
3.000.00
200.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
1,000.00
100.00
S00.00
20,000.00
100.00
500.00
200.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
4,000.00
3,500.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
1,700.00
1,400.00
1,000.00
700.10
500.00
500.00
500.00
400.00
300.00
300.00
200,00

130,550.10

Lay Theological Education Program

3,000.00
1,200.00
500.00
1,000.00
500.00

£,800.00

8.451.68
300.00
444.00

0,195.68

Theological Education for Filipino
Leaders Program

HE$

BHEE 1,000.00
fR B 200.00
- BEE 400.00
HKS __1,600.00
Campus Maintenance and Repairs
SRER iR 10,000.00
HaaEs 300.00
e 1,200.00
HKS____11,500.00
Campus Extension Project
SN 3,000.00
SRR 10,000.00
[ s 1,000.00
HilE 50.00
BRI 100,000.00
AL E 100,000.00
R A 10,000.00
E\AEK 10,000.00
fEnX 10,000.00
EEK 10,000.00
25 5,000.00
=15 3,000.00
I 1,500.00
HKS _263350.00
Faith, Hope and Love Project
7R HKS$ 50,000.00
Scholarship & Bursary Fund
PRTE SR HK$ 20,000.00
Spiritual Revival Concert 2019
NEWEEZ GG 2,000.00
HRFREE 3,000.00
WEREE 3,000.00
=R ES 3,000.00
Kwan Yes Man 500.00
S 5,000.00
tridish 2,000.00
SRt i 1,000.00
SRR 500.00
DU 1,000.00
EEE 500.00
B IETE 500.00
I 2,000.00
A 2,000.00
wmAaN 1,000.00
= S00.00
A 300.00

27.200.00



Education Fund (Church / Organization)

MR EE 17,048.00
SETRE 6,000.00
KEFRRES 1,250.00
KiFRE 12,000.00
INEEZEGESE 2,000.00
TLEEZ(EE 20,000.00
HPREEE 500.00
FrEBTEEE e 6,000.00
DURAFLZEE 4,300.00
PHRE 8,000.00
MR EE 22,800.00
&S 5,000.00
TR EY 40,907.02
T2 ERG 125,000.00
TR ER RS E 6,667.00
TER e SR 1,200.00
TBEEET 3,500.00
SERER 5,000.00
SRR e 500.00
PR EE 50,000.00
FERE 500.00
BERGEEG 3,000.00
B e d 3,500.00
EiEzEg 2,977.00
oz Eg 3,000.00
e G 2,000.00
Bl 500.00
BEHEE 2,000.00
HKS$ 355,149.02
Chinese Indep. Baptist Church-S.F. USS  540.00
Education Fund (Individual Donor)
Akt 200,00
Tk 1,000.00
FEHER 700.00
EBE 800.00
FEFL 300.00
farfip i 1,000.00
fafgae 1,000.00
SIRERE 8,000.00
SRR 500.00
FREF 1,000.00
S R 500.00
R 1,000.00

DONORS REPORT FOR APRIL 2019
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400.00
500.00
1,000.00
300.00
1,000.00
200.00
500.00
500.00
200.00
200.00
100.00
50.00
3,000.00
500.00
300.00
300.00
100.00
200.00
10,000.00
100.00
500.00
100.00
500.00
200.00
10,000.00
4,000.00
3,500.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
500.00
400.00
308.30
300.00
200.00

HKS  60.458.30

Distance Education Program

300.00
44400

HKS __ 74400

Lay Theological Education Program
HKS ___S00.00_

Theological Education for Filipino
Leaders Program

REHEm 1,000.00
A 2 400.00
6 g 200.00
HK$ __ 1,600.00
TEFL Mission Fund

Raquel Eusebio HES 100.00

Campus Maintenance and Repairs

BEH 300.00
=AY 500.00

HES 800.00

Campus Extension Project

R 50.00
b7/ < 1,200.00
g 100,000.00
=AY 40,000.00
=AY 3,000.00
\AK 1,500.00
\AK 500.00

HKS  146,250.00

Spiritual Revival Concert 2019

R EE 2,000.00
WmOUsREY 2,000.00
AR L 500.00
=AY 4,000.00
=Y 3,000.00
A 500.00
A 100.00

HKS  12,100.00

Rev. James Mau Memorial Bursary
i HKS$ __20,000.00

Mrs. Sue Mau Memorial Scholarship
& Bursary
iR HKS __20.000.00
Scholarship & Bursary Fund

FHEEZEEHT  HKS  3,600.00



Education Fund (Church / Organization)

HFEEEZ G 27,203.00
AR EE 15,000.00
EEEY 6,600.00
KigEET 12,000.00
LR ERG 500.00
PEAFLIZEE 4,300.00
IR EE 8,000.00
HEEDIEZEY 5,000.00
TR ERE 125,000.00
HER e SR 1,200.00
BHGZ{EE 10,000.00
BamEEa 12,000.00
BRI (S 400.00
LEziEy 10,000.00
RS EE 500.00
FERET 500.00
EROEZEE 8,750.00
Wi (Eer 4,000.00
AEZEHE 3,000.00
ST 3,500.00
MR EE 4,440.00
an el g 10,000.00
B2 EE 3,072.00
rREEE I EGEE TS 1,300.00
R EEgERLE 2,000.00
S 500,00
RARE 2,000.00

HKS$ 280,765.00

Education Fund (Individual Donor)

E 200.00
FER 700.00
T 800.00
GE T 300.00
fal o it 1,000.00
fal et 1,000.00
SRt~ S 3,000.00
SRR 8,000.00
S EP 500.00
YA 300.00
g 200.00
N 200.00
HS R 500.00
BYRROTI 1,000.00
R 400.00
PRI 500.00
SRR ~ BET 1,000.00
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Theological Education for
Filipino Leaders Program

2 A

A R

TEFL Mission Fund
Esterlita Espina & Joyce Abugan

DONORS REPORT FOR MAY 2019

300.00
1,000.00
200.00
800.00
500.00
200.00
2,000.00
100.00
50.00
500.00
50,000.00
500.00
300.00
300.00
3,000.00
12,000.00
100.00
1,000.00
200.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
100.00
100.00
500.00
200.00
5,000.00
4,500.00
4,000.00
3,500.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
500.00
400.00
300.00
265.10
200.00

HKS 12021510

1,000.00
400.00

HKS __140000_

HKS __ 182500

Distance Education Program

HIRERE 300.00
fmAm 500.00
fmAK 444,00
fEmAK 100.00

HKS$  1,344.00

Lay Theological Education Program
Z2UREHE HK$ 500.00

Campus Maintenance and Repairs

BES 300.00
#hNEE 1,200.00
FETHRE RS 200.00

HK$  1,700.00

Campus Extension Project

BAfRR (S e 500.00
BER 20,000.00
R 10,000.00
F{ER 20,000.00
A 500.00
i g 100,000.00
P 1,000.00
W 50.00
B 2,000.00
R lE 20,000.00
Wik & 200.00
BT 50,000.00
fmAm 100,000.00
fmAm 3,000.00
AR 1,500.00
K 100.00

HKS _328.850.00

Spiritual Revival Concert 2019
=K HKS 150.00

Mr. & Mrs. Wan Yun Chee
Scholarship Fund
BRE HK$  20,000.00

Scholarships and Prizes
RS EE L HKS __ 25,000.00

Bursary Fund
=K HK$ 50.00



April 13, 2019
The Annual Meeting of the President’s Council

‘:“‘H_ We thanked the members of the President’s Council who actively

" participated in the exchange meeting. They eagerly discussed the
seminary’s recent development and provided us with valuable advice,
even for five hours without a sign of tiredness. May God reward them
in all their endeavors and service.
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April 16
Memorial Service of Rev. Dr. Jerry Moye

Our emeritus professor Rev. Dr. Jerry Moye rested in the Lord’s arm on ¥
March 22, 2019. The memorial services (April 14 and 16) were held at the
Tsim Sha Tsui Baptist Church and on our Sai O campus respectively. In

the memorial service of April 16, President Joshua Cho gave a sermon; our
emeritus professor Dr. Jerry Juergens and Rev. Timothy Lau offered words of
remembrance; a hymn was dedicated by the HKBTS Alumni Choir. All the
faculty, students and alumni came together to honor the life and memory
of Dr. Moye, our beloved missionary and teacher who has blessed countless
people including pastoral leaders and theological educators.

Spiritual Revival
Concert 2019

SJUIWLOJY SN0129L]

The Spiritual Revival Concert 2019 on the theme “My God, My
King” was held at the Kowloon City Baptist Church. That evening
Rev. Brian Lam delivered a sermon, and Mr. Sanson Lau was the
choir conductor. The HKBTS Choir, together with the HKBTS
Alumni Choir led by Ms. Helen Chang Wan, acted as a united
choir. Testimonies were given by our graduating students.




May 9
Commiissioning Ceremony for Graduates

At the ceremony, our graduating students
received benediction and intercession
from the seminary. President Joshua

Cho presided over the ceremony and Dr.
Clement Shum, on behalf of the faculty,
exhorted the graduating students on the
topic “God’s Word,” and reminded them
not to forget their identity as preachers

who have to study the Bible hard and

May 23
Groundbreaking Ceremony
for the New Academic Building

The Groundbreaking Ceremony for the New
Academic Building under the “Faith, Hope, and
Love Project” was conducted by President Joshua
Cho, Rev. Timothy Lau, Dr. Cecil Chan, and Rev.
Lo Hing-choi. At the ceremony, President Cho
shared with us his vision for the seminary, and

a worship team of 12 members including faculty

IE--rl"—- o | members, colleagues and students dedicated the
.ﬂ hymn “Amazing Grace.”

May 23

The Awards Ceremony and the
Inauguration of the Board

of Directors

At this annual awards ceremony, we formally
recognized the students for academic excellence
and non-academic achievements, and expressed

our gratitude to scholarship donors. We also #
presented long service awards to faculty and
staff, along with commemorative awards

to retiring staff members. On this grateful
occasion, the inauguration ceremony for a new
board of directors was held. Together we prayed
for them for God’s blessing and empowerment
in their new term in office.

i "',! June 5-12
-:"i'r_l Our Mission Trip to Eastern Myanmar

s mission trip to eastern Myanmar, organized by the Hong

= Kong Baptist Mission. They visited the cities Kengtung
and Tachilek in the Golden Triangle of Myanmar. Besides
4 getting to know the various ethnic cultures in different
local regions, they also visited mountain villages, churches,
= .. seminaries, schools and addiction treatment centres, etc.
and there were many occasions where they also participated
in the ministry, thus gaining a personal understanding of
the evangelical needs there.
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