
HKBTS Fifty-fifth Anniversary Celebration
It is God who has continued to lead the seminary throughout its fifty five years of

theological education.

Our fifty-fifth anniversary celebration is a time of humble worship as we recall how

God’s grace has been at work in the seminary.

In our last issue, we covered the Fifty-fifth Anniversary Thanksgiving Worship Service

held on March 18.  We want to thank the many supporters and donors who have been

walking with us over the years.  Honorable guests came to Sai O campus that day and,

together with our faculty, staff, and students offered up to God their worship and praise.

Other celebration activities include the Fifty-fifth Anniversary Concert of

Thanksgiving and Praise on April 9, the Belote Lectures in October

and the Graduation Ceremony for the academic

year 2005-06 in November. This

will be the first graduation

ceremony to be held at

our Sai O campus.



“It is through the unceasing grace of these fifty five years that we witness the
glory of God. Tonight we bow in humility before God in His glory and lift our voices to
sing in thanksgiving and praise... May our voices of thanksgiving and praise keep on
ringing out.”

President Alfred Kong

On the evening of April 9, the seminary presented a musical concert at the Concert Hall
of the Hong Kong Cultural Center.  Through the music, we expressed our
praise and thanksgiving to God.

The performers that night included our students in the Seminary Choir,
the Alumni Association Choir, and
the Faculty and Staff Choir.  Two solo
items by alumnus Rev. Chan Bak-
hung and President Alfred Kong
i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  g r a n d
congregational chorus singing.  The
concer t included songs of praise
such as “Let the Whole World
Rejoice and Sing before Jehovah,”

“Praise the Lord God
on High,” “Thanks Be to
Thee,”  “A Thanksgiving
Prayer,” “The Great
God who is All-wise
a n d  A l m i g h t y . ”
Interspersed with the
mus ic  were seven
t h a n k s g i v i n g
testimonies from our
t r u s t ee , a l umnus ,
professor, students, and
staff in praise of God.

Each of the speakers recounted God’s grace and blessings: describing
how God established HKBTS and led the way in each of its phases of
development; enabling graduates to follow the One who called them to a
life of full time ministry and study, recognizing His loving kindness in leading
students to learn and grow through their seminary preparation; and enabling
the professor and staff to overcome difficulties in teaching and in daily routine
work as they learn to rely on Him.

Even these seven unprecedented thanksgiving testimonies could not
fully illustrate all of the Lord’s blessings to the seminary throughout these

fifty five years.  As President Kong rightly said: “It is through the unceasing grace of these fifty
five years that we witness the glory of God.  Tonight before God in His glory, we bow, give
thanks and praise.”

Even though there are bound to be high mountains and small hills to
cross in the future, our voices of thanksgiving and praise will continue to
sound forth.
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First established in 1976, the Belote Lectures were to

commemorate Dr. James Belote for his persistence in

upgrading the quality of theological education.  The Belote

Lectures are held once every two years, and this year’s

Belote Lectures will be one of the activities celebrating our

fifty-fifth anniversary.  We are honored to have Professor

Huyssteen, an internationally eminent scholar, to be

our speaker.

Professor J. Wenzel van Huyssteen

Dr. Huyssteen is the first Professor of James I. McCord

Theology and Science and his book Theology and Science:

The Quest for a New Apologetics won the Templeton Awards

in 1992.  He was the speaker of the 2004 Gifford Lectures

at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland speaking on the

theme “Alone in the World? Human Uniqueness in Science

and Theology.”

Morning Sessions

The Uniqueness of Man: The Perspectives of  Theology and Science
(10:00a.m. - 12:30p.m.)

Response Speakers

October 24 The Interdisciplinary Characteristics of  Theology Dr. Carver Yu

October 25 Theology and the Origin of Man Dr. Lai Pan-chiu

October 26 Theology, Science and Human Nature Dr. Kang Phee-seng

Lectures delivered in English (English scripts available upon request)

Evening Lectures

The Image of God: A New Discourse in Theology
(7:30p.m. - 9:30p.m.)

October 24 The Image of God: What the Bible Says or Is It the Construction of Culture?

October 25 The Image of God: Liberated or Oppressed?

October 26 The Image of God: From the Experienced Self to Holiness

With Chinese interpretation by Dr. Ip King-tak

Venue: Morning Sessions: Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary campus

1, Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung North, N.T.

Evening Lectures: Mongkok Swatow Baptist Church

6/F., Christian Building,

56, Butt Street, Kowloon.

Admission Fee : Free

Registration: For reservation, call 2768 5129

Date of Enrolment: From now to October 20 or when all seats are filled

For details, visit our web site www.hkbts.edu.hk
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Short
Interview

Talking about the Direction of

Dr. Joshua Cho’s View on

and Character  Formation

Teaching and Learning,

4

Biblical Teaching

On August 1, Dr. Joshua Cho was appointed as the

seminary’s Vice President (Academic) and will also continue

to be Dean of Academic Affairs.

In this brief interview with HKBTS Newsletter, Professor

Cho reviewed the development of academic affairs in the

past few years and went on to share his views on biblical

teaching and character formation, stressing that the seminary

will continue to develop in these two areas.

“In the past few years, I have focused more on

academic strategies and planning as well as on the

recruitment of new students.  Together with other faculty

members, I have made a great effort to develop Hill Road

into an academic journal that seeks to introduce important

issues in the academic world to the Chinese churches.  We

want to encourage pastors and ministers to reflect upon

the Christian faith when facing various ideologies and the

present reality.”

Furthermore, the faculty is encouraged to do academic

research, and in these two years we have established an

academic forum to enable our faculty members to present

their research findings and foster the exchange of ideas

between faculty and students.  Meanwhile, we want to

emphasize theology and especially biblical teaching.  It is

our hope that students will be trained to appropriate

scripture and exercise scriptural reasoning so that later in

their ministries, when they are faced with different situations,

they can reason and make good judgments based on

scripture.  A minister cannot survive without vision, and

vision must come from the Word of God!”

Professor Cho goes on to point out that Baptists are

called “Bible people.”  Even though the term may have both

positive and negative connotations, it definitely indicates

that the Bible is the foundation of the Baptist churches.  He

also holds that seminaries must be deeply rooted in the

Bible and that the Bible must be central to the development

of contextual theological education.  This is an important

note because it is possible that theology students may be

well versed in the thoughts of eminent theologians while

lacking a sufficient Biblical understanding.  Unfor tunately,

seminarians can have a good grasp of the application

of counseling, leadership principles, religious education

and psychology, while lacking the essential components

of scripture.

In the past few years, the seminary has stepped up its

biblical learning, and we are beginning to see some

encouraging results.  Professor Cho emphasized that the

seminary will continue in this direction while at the same

time focusing on the nurture of students’ character.

“Theological education stressed the practical.  A

minister trained in a seminary should be able to preach the

Word of God.  At the same time, a minister should always

strive to live and act according to scriptural principles, since

the character of a minister affects the way he or she prepares

and preaches a sermon.  The character of the minister also

affects whether or not God is able to use the message he

or she preaches to bless Christian brothers and sisters with

God’s grace and help.  A minister’s character cer tainly

influences the congregation among whom he or she

ministers and counsels, and affects his or her leadership

and administrative management.

“Character affects the kind of a leader a minister will

become.  For example, in the course of making decisions

at a church, a minister must act humbly toward the

parishioners to be able to hear views and ideas from every

corner.  The minister must also be humble before God so

that he can discern the will of God and not substitute human
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desires for God’s will.  Patience is also important, meaning

that the minister must not be impetuous but remains patient

in all circumstances: be patient to allow brothers and sisters

to grow in their understanding and to wait patiently for the

appropriate time.  Moreover, around the conference table,

it is not only important to listen with humility, but also to

listen with kindness and openness.  Besides, a minister needs

to nurture a heart of peace based on an attitude of humility

and patience.  A man or woman of humility and patience is

also a man of peace.  Such a person is willing to wait for

God’s guidance and will not resort to extremes in words

and deeds when opinions vary greatly.  This is not to say

that the minister does not have strong conviction.  When

applying the Word of God to guide brothers and sisters

and abiding by scriptural principles, the minister will assume

a definite stance.”

Professor Cho holds that when theological studies are

conducted in ways that neglect the formation of character,

they become hollow and lifeless.  However, he does not

mean that we should merely focus on the heart without

making reference to various contemporary theories and

tools.  The seminary will continue to organize pastoral

counseling, leadership and education seminars and

international conferences, but the Word of God and the

Christian faith must always play a key role.  This is what

makes seminary education distinct from secular forms

of study.

Dr. Cho explains that character in students can be

developed and refined when they engage in getting along

with people they encounter in their daily lives, when they

take par t in worship service or read the Word of God;

when they learn to serve God and man in ministry during

their church practicum and when they involve themselves

in an ongoing process of self-examination and self-discipline.

Weaknesses in a person’s character and difficulties in

interpersonal relationship are often deep-rooted problems

that cannot be solved simply by one’s willpower.  The

minister must develop a healthy prayer life to deal with

these personal and interpersonal problems.  To this end,

a teacher should guide students to come closer to God

through prayer, allowing the Holy Spirit to indwell in

their lives as they strive to build up the character of a

worthy minister.

Dr. Cho says, “The nurturing of the student’s character

also implies the need to nurture the teacher’s character,

since the life example of the teacher is decisive in the success

or failure of the educational process.  This is not to say that

any single teacher can develop a perfect character.  As

humans we all have weaknesses and deficiencies.

Nevertheless, we pray that God will not only help, heal

and build up each student but that He will do the same in

each teacher as well.  We need to have a team of teachers

who have the heart, the determination and the power from

God to teach and nurture our students effectively.  The

seminary will continue to recruit teachers who fit our special

profile to join our faculty team.  This is one of the most

important tasks we set out to achieve.

Finally, Dr. Cho remarks, “Emphasis on biblical teaching

and character formation may seem platitudinous.  But as a

pastor, a theologian, a theological educator, I firmly believe

these two aspects are crucial and closely related to the life

of a minister.  I pray that God will continue to grant us

wisdom to take responsibility to develop relevant theological

education for the future.  May God’s gracious love shield

and protect each of our teachers and students.”



“In our life of studying in the seminary, God Himself not only

leads and supports us, He also sends angels to walk beside us.  To

every one of the donors, let us say: you are in fact the angels that God

prepares for us ...”  Quoted from the student’s thanksgiving speech

Such a remark is without doubt shared by many of our

students: they are aware that God has prepared many angels to

walk by their side along the path of seminary study, a journey not

easy to travel.  To those students who are in need of economic

assistance, a donor providing a study grant is their angel, supporting

and helping lighten their financial burden.  To those students who

Those presiding at the
ceremony, the donors,
the award-winning
students, faculty
members, staff and
retiring staff receiving
long-service awards
were photographed
after the ceremony.

Rev. Chan chi-keung, one of our trustees, gave a short
talk in the ceremony and later led the congregation in a
thanksgiving prayer for the donors and award-recipients.

A Meeting for the Angels
Awards Presentation Ceremony :

excel academically, a donor of a scholarship is an angel, clapping

hands for them and encouraging them to keep up their good work.

At the Awards Presentation Ceremony held on May 25,

donors came together to present these grants and scholarships.

At this time, the seminary wants to express its gratitude to

each of the donors and donating organizations for offering these

grants and scholarships.  We believe that your sharing and concern

for theological education will become a cause for churches and

Christian brothers and sisters to rise up and to share their resources

in the promotion of the development of theological education.

Church Music Camp
Theme : A Personal Experience of Worship and Music

Date : July 23 - 26

Venue : Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary

Audience : pastors and ministers, conductors, pianists,

choir members, worship and church music department

members, any one interested in church music ministry

Theme speaker : Dr. Philip Chan

Training items : conducting, percussion, piano variation, hand bells,

vocal singing, organ, guitar, violin and choral singing.
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Academic Affairs News

1. Summer Intensive Courses
Several summer intensive courses were held from the end of

May to the end of June, including “Book Study of Big Prophets:

Ezekiel,” “Growth Groups for Ministers,” “Group Counseling,”

“Temperament and Personality Types.”  The course on Ezekiel

was taught by Dr. David G. Garber, assistant professor of the

Mcafee School of Theology, Mercer University.  Dr. Garber

received his M.Div. and Th.M. degrees from Princeton University

and then his Ph.D. from Emory University.

2. Faculty Retreat
This year’s faculty retreat was held from June 14 through 16

in Macau.  President Alfred Kong spoke on the topics

“Temperament and Teaching” and “Temperament and

Pastoral Care.”

3. Reform in Field Practicum
Small scale reform has been conducted in the field practicum

and a full scale reform will be implemented in 2007.  The new

scheme will strengthen field supervision and improve the

assessment format.

4. Addition of a new faculty member
Dr. Lau Chun-pang will be the seminary’s Assistant Professor

of Practical Theology (Christian Ethics) in the academic year

2006-07.  In addition to being an experienced minister for many

years, Dr. Lau received his Ph.D. degree from the University of

Edinburgh and he is a graduate of our seminary in the M.Div.

Program.  We welcome Dr. Lau to join the seminary and to

contribute in the strengthening of the curriculum and the

development of our theological education ministry.

Faculty News
• Dr. Andres Tang, Professor of Christian Thought (Theology

and Culture) presented a paper, “Memory•Text•Praxis: The

Theology of Hope of Jurgen Moltmann” at the conference on

“Text and Praxis: Hermeneutics and Social Action” organized

by the Taiwan Philosophical Association on May 20.  Besides,

Dr. Tang wrote an essay on “Be not Conformed: Understanding

the Anabaptist Faith and its Significance for the Modern in the

Perspective of Discipleship” to be published in Logos and Pneuma:

Chinese Journal of Theology 25 (Autumn 2006).

Visitors
• Sixteen pastors and ministers from Guangdong Province

came to the seminary for a one-week seminar from June 17

through 24.

Christian Studies Program
Student Recruitment of Part-time Evening Degree, Diploma and

Certificate Programs 2006-07

Master of Christian Studies Program (major in Christian

Communication) / Advanced Diploma in Christian

Communication Program

Aim of the Program

To enable Christians to integrate Christian faith with university

educated communication theories and to do theological reflection

upon the present social condition and situation for the purpose of

communicating the Christian gospel effectively.

Bachelor Degree / Diploma / Certificate of Christian

Studies Programs

Aim of the Program

To provide basic theological training to Christians with secondary

school education or above so that they can be better equipped in

the knowledge of the Christian faith and the real life situations as

Christian witnesses in their work place and effective priestly-

believers at their own church.

Department
Lay Theological Education

Cam
pus New

s
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Program Design

Students can apply for direct application or to be promoted

according to their academic qualifications.

Certificate Programs : Certificate in Christian Studies (new),

Certificate in Music Ministry (new)

Diploma Programs : Diploma in Bible Studies, Diploma in Music

Ministry, Diploma in Caring and Counseling Ministry(new)

B.A. Programs: major in Biblical Studies, Music Ministry, Caring

and Counseling

Tutorial Time

There are 4 quarters, each lasting for 3 months, beginning from

early October and ending in September of the following year.  Each

subject consists of 10 lessons, from 7:00 pm to 9:45 pm

(approximately 3 hours).

Fees

Application fee: HK$200.

The Fee (for master degree and advanced diploma): each subject

( 3 credit hours) HK$2,070.

The Fee (for bachelor degree and diploma or certificate of the

same level): each subject (3 credit hours) HK$1,470.

Enrolment Deadline

B.A. level, Diploma and Certificate Programs:  July 31.

Master degree and Advanced Diploma Programs:  August 25

Students can also apply to study in non-degree programs, including

“Lay  Theological Training Diploma / Certificate Program,” “Christian

Women Theological Training Diploma / Certificate Program,”

“Christian Sports Ministry Diploma / Certificate Program,” “Early

Childhood Christian Education Diploma / Certificate Program”

and “Ministry Calling and Preparation Certificate Program.”

For details, call 2711 2552 or log on www.hkbts.edu.hk/lted to download
application forms.

For details, please call 2768 5105 or email deinfo@hkbts.edu.hk or visit our website www.hkbts.edu.hk/dist/.  You are welcome to log on
our website: http://distance.hkbts.edu.hk and try taking the on-line course.

Spiritual Light Project

The third “Certificate Program of New Testament Studies (2007-

2009),” jointly organized by the seminary and the Christian Ministry

for Visually Impaired Persons, will commence in January next year.

All visually impaired readers interested in seriously studying the

Bible are welcome to apply.  Students should be able to read with

Distance Education Program

No Longer Bounded by Time and Place    A Diversified and Universal Program

Register at any t ime . Specia l  fee
concession can be offered. Enquiries
are welcomed.

Correspondence & On-line
Programs

Diploma in Bible Studies Program

Diploma in Christian Studies
Program

Higher Diploma in Bible Studies /
Christian Studies Programs

Certificate in N.T. / O.T. Studies
Program

On-line Certificate in N.T.
Studies Program

Program Description

In-depth study of a specific book in the
Bible, enabling students to have an in-
depth understanding of the  Bible.

Designed for equipping students for
ministry, the program helps students
consol idate their foundation in
Christian faith, doctrine and theology.

Further studies for students completing
the certificate program.

Introductory programs in biblical study.
Students are guided to be able to study
v a r i o u s  b o o k s  i n  t h e  B i b l e
systematically.

Admission Requirements

Secondary school leavers
with church pastor’s
recommendation

Completion of the
certificate program and
with pastor’s
recommendation

All are welcome

Registration Deadline

February school term:

Hong Kong —
January 15

Overseas —
December 15

September school term:
Hong Kong —

August 10
Overseas —

June 30

Date of
Commencement

February and
September each
year

the help of a magnifying lens and familiar with the use of basic

Cantonese extruded characters.  There are 10 grant / scholarship

places for students to apply.  Application fee is HK100 dollars and

the deadline is August 31.  For application and enquiries, call Christian

Ministry for Visually Impaired Persons at 2777 7762.
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Credit card:   VISA   MASTERCARD

Cardholder’s Name:

Cardholder’s Signature:

Card No.: Expiry date:

Amount: HK$

Monthly Autopay by Bank Account or Credit Card —
autopay form will be forwarded to you

• Please send cheque or bank deposit slip with this reply to the Seminary at
1 Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung North, N.T., Hong Kong.

• Receipt will be issued and donation is tax-deductible.
• Your name and donation amount will appear in the Seminary Newsletter.  If

you do not wish them to appear in the newsletter, please tick the right
box.  

• Your personal data will only be used for issuing receipt and Seminary’s
administration purposes.

• For donation inquiry: Tel : (852)  2768 5113 or (852)  2715 9511
Fax: (852)  2768 5102

I will support The Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary by

praying for the Seminary’s theological education ministry

contributing $  for

 Educational Fund      Others:

Name:

Address:

Tel: Fax:

E-mail:

Donation Methods:
Crossed cheque — payable to
Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary

Cash — either deliver to the Seminary or direct pay-in to our
Hang Seng Bank Account No. "242-026144-003"

R e p l y

(Mr / Ms/ Rev / Dr / Mr&Mrs)
(Credit card charges are denominated in HK$)

Thank you for your support !

Publishing Supervisor : Alfred Y.C.Kong   Editorial Consultant: Ruth Moye   Editor: Ernest Ho   Translator:  Ernest Ho
Published by Hong Kong Baptist Theological Semainary   Address: 1, Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung North, N.T., Hong Kong.
Tel: (852) 2715 9511   Fax: (852) 2768 5119   Web Address: http//www.hkbts.edu.hk
Production: ABC Arts Centre   Printing: Sun Art Printing Company

Publication News
Hill Road (Issue 17) was published in July.  The theme of this

issue is Old Testament Ethics.  There are five theme articles: “Ethics

and the Issue of Pentateuchal Slave Law” (Wong Fook-kong), “Family

Affairs and Power Struggle in the Succession Stories of David — A

Narrative Ethical Interpretation” (Jonathan Tsoi), “Old Testament

and Revenge: Viewed from the Book of Esther” (Wu San-jarn),

“God, Job and Friends: Ethics of Suffering” (Emmanuel Hung) and

“Old Testament Ethics and Public Discourse: On the Public-ness of

Ethical Discourse and the Ethics in Public Discourse of the Bible”

(Phil ip Chia).  Also, there are two

miscellaneous articles and several book

reviews.  For inquiry and subscription to

Hill Road, please call 2768 5168 or email

hkbts-poinfo@hkbts.edu.hk.  “Theology

and Practice of Mission” is the theme for

next issue of Hill Road which will be

published towards the end of this year.

Alumni News
• Alumnus Lam Cham (class of 1998) went to be with the Lord

on April 1.  Do remember his family and pray that God will

comfort them and give them peace.

• Alumnus Lo Ka-yiu and alumna Tam Po-king (both are from

class 2002) had their wedding ceremony held at Emmanuel

Baptist Church on April 17.  Please pray for this new family.

• Alumnus Lee Kwok-hung (class of 1995) was ordained pastor

at the Trinity Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, U.S.A.

on July 16.
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April 19  Knowing more about
local gospel ministries
The Student Union encourages students toknow more about local gospel ministries.
For example, the Ladder Mission was invitedto share its ministry in leading female
immigrants to Christ in Tung Chung.

May 11  The Commissioning Ceremony 2006

President Alfred Kong prayed for this year’s

graduates that they could be the light of

God to bring people out of darkness into the light of

God during the commissioning ceremony.

June 17-24  One-week Seminar of
Guangdong Ministers
Sixteen ministers from churches in GuangdongProvince came to the seminary for a one-week seminar.

June 29  LTED Staff Retreat
Staff of Lay Theological Education Department took time off withfamily to go for a summer retreat at the Music Farm,Fanling, where they enjoyed some games onteam-building led by a professional instructor.

June 19-27  Short-term Mission Experience to

the Republic of Mongolia

Dr. Eric Kwong led a group of students to go on a short-term mission

trip to Ulaanbaatar where they visited mission organizations,

Chinese churches, Chinese Christians’ homes and helped conduct

a growth camp for Mongolian high school students.  The team and

Mongolian teacher and student campers are pictured at the camp site.

P r e c i o u s  M o m e n t s
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